The Georgia Clubwoman
The Newsletter of GFWC Georgia Members of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs

GFWC GA OFFICERS
2018 - 2020
President
Tina Daniel
First Vice President
Shelby Holland
Second Vice President
Kim Sekulow
Third Vice-President
Cathy Jones
Director of Junior
Clubs Becky Bolden
Recording Secretary
Peggy Wilson
Treasurer
Armenda Barnes
Corresponding Secretary Cimi Douglass
Parliamentary Advisor
Shirene Daniell

V O L U M E

1 ,

I S S U E

4

M A R C H

1 0 ,

2 0 1 9

REPORTS are IN and GFWC is Amazing!
Dear Federated Sisters,
February has been a month of heart
health and my heart is very healthy
if it is related to the amount of gratitude I feel! In these months of being
your state president, I have been
overwhelmed with the love and generosity of our club women.
Much is asked of each of us each
day. We all have busy lives and commitments. We have families, jobs,
second jobs, parents to care for,
young children who need us, and our
own health. As we struggle to find the
time to volunteer and be involved in
our local club, the district, or the state,
we sometimes feel overwhelmed with
what is asked of us. I can only express
my appreciation to each of you who
make time for our organization.
Time and commitment were clearly
shown as we accepted the challenge
from GFWC President Mary Ellen
Brock. We reached 500 Dr. Seuss
books and sent those books to GFWC
headquarters to be distributed to
inner city schools in Washington, DC.
We donated over 150 pairs of shoes to
Soles4Souls and the Nike reuse program. We collected over half of our

Capital Campaign donations. We
planted trees on Arbor Day. We did
amazing things in our communities
and for the Ronald McDonald House
on MLK Day of Service. Thank you for
being a part of this exciting challenge!
In December, the resignation of
Betty Owenby was accepted and on
January 2, 2019, our new administrative assistant began. Deborah Landress, a fellow club woman, has done
a fabulous job jumping in with her
whole heart. She has been a key
ingredient to our online reporting.
Our state office received almost
1,000 reports this year. Special
thanks to Deborah and Kim Sekulow
for their work in getting these ready
for judging weekend.
This past weekend the leadership
spent time at Amicalola State Park
and Lodge for the leadership and
judging retreat. It was an informative
weekend full of workshops and a
time for those judging reports to
process and select the best of the
best. It will be an exciting reveal at
our annual convention to see the
winners. Follow us on our Facebook

page to see all of the pictures from the weekend. Download our free GFWC Georgia App
today to access our resources at the touch of
your finger on your phone!
As I close, I would like to say welcome to our
new members. In December, I began to send
personal letters to each new member, along
with a personal invitation to our state meetings. I hope each new member finds time to
attend a district or state event to learn more
about the connections we make with our
federated sisters. I treasure those friendships I
have made with women I would not have
known if it were not for GFWC Georgia.
Registration is now open for the state convention. It is going to be a "down home good
time" hosted by the South West District. I
hope to see you there!
In federated sisterhood,

What a wonderful journey this has been for
me over the past few years. I am so grateful
for the kindness of the women of Georgia.
The friendships I have made through GFWC
are extremely important to me. They have
enriched my life and brought me laughs,
tears, comfort and happiness. I encourage
each of you to take a few minutes to reach
out to others in your club and be sure they
feel connected. I also encourage you to
reach out to others in your work place,
church, friends, etc and invite them to a
meeting. I believe GFWC Georgia has a place
for everyone. Who knows, they may be our
next Leader.
As I have read through the reports of our
Junior Clubs, I am truly amazed at the wonderful work you do in Georgia. In each area
of service, you have excelled. I can’t wait to
share the numbers with you at our Convention in April. I am still amazed at the outpouring support on the MLK Day of Service.
Many of you donated to the Ronald McDonald House and many found other ways to
volunteer on this day. You are amazing!
My personal mission is to share information about Women’s Health and especially

Diabetes. We all get so busy with the day
to day of being “Super” Women that we
sometimes forget to take care of ourselves. Here are a few reminders for the
month of March:
“Journey to Healthy Living”
Music– Music makes the world go around.
It can bring you happiness and joy. Turn
on your favorite play list on your phone
and dance.
Monitor– If you are Diabetic, maintain
your blood sugar levels by monitoring
them as the doctor recommends. Try
monitoring your sugar intake by Eating
healthy fruits and vegetables versus
sweets.
Meditate – Time spent in prayer and
meditation is so important to your overall
health. Take a few moments to count
your blessings!
Mix It Up– Step outside your normal
routine and try something new. Include a
friend and enjoy!
Movement – With Spring just around the
corner, let’s take a walk, ride a bike or find
a new adventure with your Family and
Friends while having Fun Movement.

We are very excited about Convention 2019 on
April 5 – 7 at Lake Blackshear - Veterans Memorial
State Park. Bring your family and enjoy the weekend. There will be a Friday night campfire and sing
along; Scavenger Hunt on Saturday to benefit Camp
Kudzu; Yoga and lots of fun activities. Go to
www.GFWCGeorgia.org to register. Be sure to
attend the Junior Conference Business meeting on
Saturday morning, April 6 at 8:00 am. The meeting
is not a meal function so there is no cost to come to
this meeting. Please come and learn about the
many activities of the Georgia Junior Conference.
We encourage all Junior Club members and Georgia
Clubwomen to attend. A quick reminder that the
Junior Clubs will be recognized throughout the
weekend at all meal functions and meetings with
their awards.
Thank you for allowing me to share in this journey
with GFWC Georgia and the Junior Conference.
Please be sure and post pictures of your club activities and federated sisters on Facebook and tag our
Junior Conference page. We want to share the
wonderful work your club does every day with
others.
Always Remember: “It’s What You Do For Others

Tina

That Counts”

Becky
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Shelby’s Sassy Six
With the passing of the recent Winter Retreat
and Judging Weekend held during February at
Amicalola Falls State Park, 2018 is logged in
the GFWC Georgia history book and we wait
to hear the award winners during April Convention. I look forward to presenting the
Esther Barnes District Achievement Goal
Gavel Award along with citations to each club
who accumulated 100 points on their Goal
Sheet. With the start of 2019, I encourage
club presidents to begin now to follow the
Goal Sheet as their guide when they create
their 2019 Plan-of-Work. This sheet will keep
your club on track for deadline dates throughout the year. (For March, Club is represented
by at least one member at Spring District
Meeting.) An area that I noticed while judging the 2018 Goal Sheets is that so many clubs
scored 95 out of 100 points – so very close!
The two areas that reflected where clubs

came up short by 5 points were either
the club did not show an increase in
membership during the year or the
club did not donate to the State President or Director of Junior Club’s State
TFS Projects. These are two areas
that I encourage clubs to promote for
2019.
With March being the month Spring
District Meetings are held, “Shelby’s
Sassy Six” were busy encouraging
their clubs to be a part of this meeting. By attending, clubs will hear
from their district leaders and gained
knowledge to take back to their clubs.
Effective communication is a must for
GFWC Georgia! I look forward to
presenting “Shelby’s Sassy Six Challenge District Award” for Fall 2018
and Spring 2019. I will be honored to

present this cash award to the district
who has had the largest percentage
of increased attendance at their district meetings. Which district will it
be?
I look forward to seeing everyone at
2019 Convention at Lake Blackshear.
We will not have a pajama party as
we did during judging weekend, but
President Tina has new activities
planned that you won’t want to miss.
I believe we are going to have such a
“Sassy” time together. See you soon!
Shelby Holland
GFWC Georgia First Vice President

Pictured: South West District President, Dianne Barlow; Central West District President, Pat Turner; South East District
President, Hilda Hagarty; GFWC Georgia First Vice President, Shelby Holland; North West District, Karen Clydesdale; Central
East District President, Debby Vanderbunt; and North East District President, Patty Gabilondo
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Community Service Program Chairman

Pictured: (front) Arts Chairman, Ann Lundin; International Outreach Co-chair, Stacie Janecki; Conservation
Chairman, Barbara Reynolds; Education Co-chair, Libby Bond; Conservation Co-Chair, Mary Harmon; Home Life
Co-chair, Barbara Cabiness; Home Life Chairman, Amelia Massey; Public Issues Chairman, Dale Reddick; (back)
Public Issues Co-chair, Kathryn Youles; Arts Co-chair, Nicole Braun; Education Chairman, Rita Hamilton; GFWC
Georgia Second Vice President, Kim Sekulow; GFWC Georgia Director-elect of Junior Clubs, Dana Skelton-Sanders

Thank you, to all the clubs that embraced my
vision and reported this year by email or mail.
We have a few snags to workout, but overall a
great success. The CSP Chairmen processed
510 reports, overall there were over 1000!
I am so very proud of these group of ladies. I
would also like to thank MaryBeth Jacobson
for stepping up to help in the office while Deborah’s husband was in the hospital.
See you at Convention, where we will celebrate our work.
Kim,
GFWC Georgia Second Vice President
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Central East District -PRESDIDENT Deborah Vanderbunt
Greetings: I am so proud of my
Central East Club Presidents. I
had 100% participation from
them in submitting their Club
President’s reports on time.
The Central East District Meeting will be Wednesday, March
20, 2019, at the West Lake
Country Club in Augusta, GA.
Registration begins at 9:15
AM. Registration deadline for
this meeting is March 12, 2019.
I look forward to seeing my members at the meeting.
Debby Vanderbunt,
CED President

North West District – PRESIDENT Karen Clydesdale
The North West District Clubs
have been very busy over the last
few months. The holidays were a
time for sharing and caring. I was
honored to induct the new members at the Dunwoody Woman’s
Club and to enjoy a holiday lunch
with the ladies from the Marietta
Woman’s Club. Members from
Cobb and Acworth Carrie Dyer
were also in attendance. It was a
very special afternoon and a great
way to start the holiday season. I
visited the Calhoun Club and was
so inspired by the Holiday Tree
Festival. One evening I joined
with the ladies from the Chattahoochee WC at Barnes and Noble
to help wrap presents for a Holiday Fundraiser. Visiting the clubs
in my district, installing officers,
inducting new members or attending a club meeting are the high-
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lights of this position. The
opportunity
to
share
thoughts and ideas with
such caring women is a true
gift. Margaret Mead said
“Never believe that a few caring
people can’t change the world.
For indeed, that’s all whoever
have.

We wore RED!
Not just for the holidays, but
also to support
Women’s Hearth Health

You are invited To attend
The North West District Membership Meeting
On March 23,2019
At The Anheuser Busch Brewery
100 Busch Drive, Cartersville GA 30121
Contact Karen Clydesdale for more information
karenclydesdale@bellsouth.net
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North East District – PRESIDENT Patty Gabilondo
It’s been a cold and wet winter in the
GFWC Georgia North East District, but
that didn’t keep our North East District
ladies at home when there were communities and causes that needed our
support!
Thirteen GFWC Dawson County WC
members took a Leap for Literacy into
the 46 degree water temperature of
Lake Lanier in support of the WEE
Books project. They raised funds for
providing books for children—
newborns through five years old.
About 80 people came out for either
toe tapping, ramp running or ‘leaping’.
Club President Georgann Schmalz lead
the way into knee deep water frigid
waters as the official Ramp Runner.
Meanwhile, not too far away, the
dedicated ladies of the GFWC Hartwell
Service League were raising money for
Domestic Violence at their annual

Polar Bear Plunge!
Congratulations to April Garner
who won best costume, the
people’s choice award and she
raised the most money. A star
was born when they captured
April’s jump on video.
The GFWC Gainesville Phoenix
Woman’s Club braved the winter weather to decorate and
install their Public Safety Tree
warning travelers to be cautious
when approaching railroad
crossings. The message was
clear - Don’t try to out run a
train! It’s just not smart.
Sawnee WC ladies received a
grant from the Sawnee Electric
Membership Corp. and filled
bags of books for students at
Chestatee Elementary. SWC in
partnership with Reaping Na-

ture Educational Outreach Foundation, Inc. delivered over 1200 bags
of books.
All the Jingle Ladies from the
GFWC Dahlonega WC tried to stay
warm at the Dahlonega Christmas
Market.
And then there was the pajama
party at Judging weekend in Amicalola Falls, where the fog was so
thick outdoors that you could hear
the waterfalls, but we never actually saw the falls. Oh, well, your
1VP Jill and I learned a lot and look
forward to sharing some great info
with you as we move into warmer

weather!
District Meeting, March 23,
9:30-12:30, Gainesville Civic
Center, $15 in advance. See
you there.

Patty

South West District – PRESIDENT Dianne Barlow
It has been an exciting year for the South West District.
If you see Sharon Wilkin, please give her a hug. She didn’t realize just how hard it would be to collect the Silver Awards for the District. She hit the ground running and hasn’t stopped yet!
We have planned and planned and planned for the 2019 Convention. We are all so excited to be
the host of the 2019 Convention. Please plan to attend. It is going to be full of adventure!
I have spoken at several clubs on my Special Project, Diabetes and Heart Association. Hope all of
you have been tested for Diabetes. It can affect your heart, kidneys, eyes, liver etc.
The ladies of the Azalea City Woman’s Club had a wreck a few blocks from Albany Woman’s Club
house on their way to the South West District Board Meeting. Avernell’s car was totaled but
Jeanette Coody, Janice Blanchard, Lisa Settles and Avernell are okay. They were a little shaken so
the police officer came to the Club House to interview them.
We are very excited about going to Vienna for our Spring District Meeting. We are anxiously awaiting the results to see who
has won awards!
Again, we extend a big
welcome to attend the
2019 Convention at Lake
Blackshear April 4-7.
Thank you,
Dianne
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South East District -PRESDIDENT Hilda Hagarty

Sylvania Junior
Woman’s SED Club of
the Year!
Representing the Club at the GFWC Georgia South East District 2019 Annual Meeting in Millen on Saturday, March 2, 2019 were: Kathleen Orians Dawson, Club President; Linda Nelson, Club First Vice
President; Lillie Smith, Corresponding Secretary and Home Life CSP Chairman; Gail Cowan, Club Arts
CSP Chairman; Angel Porch, Club Historian and Public Issues Chairman; Penny Smith, Club Parliamentarian and District Second Vice President; and Hilda Hagarty, Club Second Vice President and District
President.

T HE

GEORGIA

CLUBW OMA N

V OLUME

1,

ISSUE

4

P AG E

7

Shelby’s Sassy Six getting
comfortable for the Pajama
Party at Amicalola State
Park Leadership/Judging
February 23-23!
Central West District PRESIDENT Pat Turner
Above: Women joined from all over the State to visit
Macon at Ronald McDonald House to take much
needed supplies, including Reynolds Woman’s Club
for the GREAT DAY of SERVICE

Carrolton Civic Woman’s Club Awards
Bremen Junior Woman’s Club - Daddy/
Daughter Dance and Read Across America
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GFWC Georgia Day of Service—HELP A HOUSE April 27, 2019
In conjunction with the GFWC Volunteers in Action Week, be a visible, unified force in our
state through the work you do in your local community.
·
·

·
·

Choose “a house” to help in your local community or in a neighboring city in which the local community benefits.
Choose a project to benefit the house such as cleaning, collecting household goods, decorating, donating or raising funds, landscaping, preparing and serving a meal, reading or visiting with residents.
Publicize your project through email blast, E-vites, Face Book, flyers,
#gfwcgeorgiahelpahouse, newspapers, posters, radio, TV, Twitter.
Report work done for the Day of Service in a Community Service Program coinciding with
the project OR in Membership, but not both. If emphasis is placed on the service provided
for the “house,” then report the project in the appropriate CSP. For example, projects for
the Ronald McDonald House on the DOS may be reported in Home Life. If emphasis is
placed on membership recruitment or engagement, the project should be reported in Membership. Descriptions of projects should include publicity, number of members participating, number of hours worked, cost, dollars donated, and effect on the community. If used
as membership recruitment, reports should also include number of members gained as a
result of the project.

Every month the Stone Mountain Woman’s Club has
a luncheon and a speaker. Home Life was
responsible for the February luncheon which
happened to fall on Valentine’s Day this year. We
had as our speakers a mother/daughter duo, Laura
and Susan Stachler, who told their story of survival—
their story of success—their courageous outlook on
life. We learned about them after reading an article
in Southern Lady Magazine. As a family they
conquered cancer, started a business called
“Susansnaps”, started the Susan Carver Foundation
for people suffering from Hodgins Disease, and
wrote a book about their experiences “The Cookie
Cure”. We contacted them and they said they would
be delighted to come speak to our group. As they
told their story of courage to our group we laughed,
we cried and we really didn’t want them to stop.
These two women were an inspiration to all of us
and the Home Life Committee was privileged to
bring their story to SMWC members.
T HE
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Clubs in Action—North West District
We supported the Seven Grand Initiatives

More than 200 Dr Seuss books were sent from the North West District to support
the Education Initiative

On January 27 we supported the Community/ Public Relations MLK Day of Service
Initiative at the Ronald MC Donald House to” Pack the Pantry” and pack the pantry
we did!

On February 15, Arbor Day
in Georgia, hundreds of
trees were planted by our
North West District members throughout the state
at parks, schools and libraries

March is Women’s History Month
If we don't write our own history, no one else will!
Augusta Junior Club supporting the Ronald
McDonald House at Wine, Women, and Shoes

Enter your Club’s history at
www.tinyurl.com/gfwcgawhrc
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SMWC Conservation co-chairs, Valerie Riecke and Linda Smith, along
with10 members, 2 husbands, 1 daughter and 1 granddaughter, visited the
Winter Wonderland exhibit at the Fernbank Museum of Natural History in
Atlanta, In addition to viewing 25 unique trees celebrating Christmas traditions around the world, in the IMAX theater, they saw the movie , "Flight of
the Butterflies", which told of the discovery, of the mysterious location in
Mexico where the Monarch butterflies have been migrating. Just recently
2 more hidden Monarch migratory areas in Mexico have recently been
discovered.

Several members of the Public Issues Committee
of the GFWC Stone Mountain Woman’s Club
worked at the USO at the airport. We brought
lunch, worked in the kitchen and greeted the military as they came up the elevator and thanked
them for their service.

Stone Mountain Woman’s Club
This February the Stone Mountain Woman’s Club Night Guild sponsored an evening Tea for the
Graduating Wellspring Living resident. Kerrione Phillips, Enrichment Coordinator from
Wellspring Living gave a very information
presentation for our group. Wellspring Living
is an organization that helps ladies transition
out of the sex trafficking trade. The Tea was
attended by 25 members and we collected 41
presents and 12 gift cards for the Graduate.
The Graduate will be moving out into her
own apartment in March and these presents
will give her a good start on her new adventure. We are so pleased to be able to help this
organization again this year. We have been
working with them for three years and look
forward to a long association

Have you picked a
“House”, made your
plans?

April 27, 2019
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North East District
Girls Just Wanna Have
FUN!

Mark your Calendars
The GFWC Stone Mountain Woman’s Club hosted our 2018 “Homes for the Holidays”
Christmas Home Tour in December. Four beautifully decorated homes were on the tour
along with a homemade chicken salad lunch and vendors for last minute shopping. This
project is an annual event, one of our two fundraisers and it was very successful despite the
cold rain. Thanks to our State President and Director of Jr. Clubs for attending. Please mark
your calendars for this year’s tour. The date is December 14, 2019. You will have a great
time!
T HE
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Georgia Junior Conference News
I am just sitting here thinking about our
Director of Junior Clubs Special Project,
Women’s Health with an Emphasis on
Diabetes. Becky Bolden has chosen this
project due to having family members
with this disease.
How many of us have been told that we
are diabetic? I recently was and it sent
me into a tailspin because I love
sweets! Just thinking that now I would
have to give all that up as
well as my beloved sweet iced tea.
Ugh!! I am finding out that flavored water isn’t so bad and I can still have tea
but change the sweeteners. I’m also
reading food labels, watching my carbs,

eating smaller portions and all
around eating healthier.
Something magical also happened, I have also lost weight!
Let’s all support one another
and share our favorite diabetic
recipes. Just send the recipes to
me and I’ll put as many as possible in our newsletter.
Also send me pictures of your
club in action. As Becky would
say, “It’s what you do for others
that counts.”
Freda Tylor
jrnews@gfwcgeorgia.org

READING ROCKS for Ashley
Smith of Monroe Juniors Woman’s
Club

Bremen Junior Woman’s Club Honored at Greater Haralson Chamber of Commerce
The Bremen Junior Woman’s Club was the
proud recipient of a Sponsorship Award today
for our Club’s dedication and commitment to
our community. Thank you Keep Haralson
Beautiful...we were very honored! Greater
Haralson Chamber of Commerce
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Administrative Assistant - Deborah Landress
Just a note to let you know what is going on in the State Office. Well I have been busy with
REPORTS, over 1,000! I also renegotiated several contracts, (copier, phone and electric) which
should save us some expenses.
Since we have our reports available to download off our website (www.gfwcgeorgia.org) our
office is truly digital, all the reporting was scanned and shared in PDF file format online (with
restricted access). All the CSP and Special Chairmen could view and judge their reports online.
Great Idea! When you were sending in your Membership Report with your new members,
Tina created a “New Member” letter and we now have a list of all 108 new members! What a
way to welcome new members.
Speaking of membership, have you wanted to call the office, but it was a Tuesday? No worries, call any day, the phone is forwarded to a cell. I’m just a phone call away.
Have you heard about our GFWC Georgia APP? You have all the available information at the
touch of your finger tips.
Deborah

Check out our Marketplace on the Website
SALE

Pictured: Tina and Becky in
sweatshirts available in the
Marketplace on our website.
“Life is a journey Best Traveled
with friends” with “GFWC GA” on
sleeve.
Sweat shirts $25., add $2 for 2XL
or larger
T Shirts $15, add $2 for 2XL or
larger

But that’s not all . . . .
Books,
Badge holders,
Lunch Containers
Check it out at
T HE
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Communications and Public Relations

We are here to help you , your club and our state become the best we can be. Mary Ellen Brock, GWC President
has issued Seven Grand Initiatives find them on our website.

·

Have you liked GFWC Georgia on Facebook??

·

Have you visited the GFWCGeorgia.org website and registered your new members??

·

Have you received the Monthly Connections or Quarterly Newsletters??

·

Have you sent your Club newsletters to NEWS@GFWCGeorgia.org? or JRNews@GFWCGeorgia.org?

HELP WANTED! Looking for an energetic, friendly face to organize the vendors at state meetings (two conventions and one Institute). If able
to help with this position, please contact Tina Daniel ASAP. Forms are completed and many vendor contact info is already established.
HELP WANTED! TFS Junior Representative. She will promote the Junior special project - Serve Up Sweet Success at TFS. She will help with
Trek to Tallulah and serving ice cream. She will also promote at Institute 2019, Convention 2020 and assist in judging reports in 2020. Carla
has already prepared everything for the 2019 Convention. Contact Becky Bolden.

Have you Registered for 123rd State Convention April 4-7?
Deadline March 22, 2019

A Tallulah Falls School eighth-grade student is continuing the school tradition of serving as
a legislative page during the 2019 session of the Georgia General Assembly.
On Feb. 28, Tommy Crawford of Mt. Airy served with Dist. 10 State Rep. Terry Rogers on
Day No. 26 of the session.
In addition to paging, Rogers introduced Tommy Crawford to Gov. Brian Kemp.

